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GENERAL MEETING 


WEDNESDAY, 38RD DECEMBER, 1947, at 5.30 p.m. 


AGENDA 


1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 19th 
November, 1947. 


2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 


4. Additions to the Library : 


Presented. 


Knull, J. N. The long-horned beetles of Ohio (Coleoptera : CERAM- 
BYCIDAE). Bull. Ohio biol. Surv. 39 : 1383-354, 1946. 


In addition, separates have been presented by the Hope Department of 
Entomology, Miss C. E. Longfield, Capt. T. Dannreuther, R.N., Dr. K. H. 
Barnard, and the American Entomological Society. 


5. Nomination of Officers and Council for 1948. 
6. Exhibits. 
7. Admissions of Fellows. 


8. Communications. 


The dispersal of insects by wind and air currents. 


Professor A. C. Hardy, F.R.S., Linacre Professor of Zoology in the Uni- . 
versity of Oxford, will introduce the subject of insect drift by summarising 
the investigations into aerial populations at different heights carried out in 
America, France, and this country before the war, particularly his work in 
collaboration with Mr. P. S. Milne and Dr. J. A. Freeman. He will then give 
a brief account of work on the aerial drift of insects across the North Sea 
which he did just before the war, but has not yet published, and will go on to 
outline the programme of work now being developed in his department at 
Oxford. 

Dr. J. A. Freeman, Mr. P. S. Milne, and Dr. C. G. Johnson have promised 


to take part in the discussion, and Fellows of the Society having observations 
of interest are also warmly invited to bring them to the attention of the 


meeting. 


If circumstances permit tea will be served in the Library before the 
meeting. 
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NOTICES 


A card index of Fellows’ addresses arranged on a geographical basis is now 
available for the use of Fellows in the Society’s Rooms. Addresses in Great 
Britain are grouped under counties ; elsewhere under Dominions, Colonies, 
Foreign States, etc. 


ADMISSION OF FELLOWS 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under 
Chapter XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-Laws and attends the meeting on ord 
December, 1947, is requested to inform the Secretary before 5.15 p.m. on 
that date. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 19TH NOVEMBER, 1947. 


Dr. C. B. Williams, M.A., President, in the Chair. 
Present, 67 Fellows and 19 Visitors. 


The minutes of the General Meeting held on 5th November were confirmed, 
and signed by the President. 


The names of the following new candidates for election were read : For the 
first time: J. D. Bletchly, B.A., B.Sc., M. A. Armstrong, M.A., B.Sc., T. W. 
Cameron, M.B., Ch.B., Arthur Jones, H. 8S. Robinson, G. R. Whitehead, and 
J. J. Williams. 


For ‘the second time: W. J. Burley, C: A. W. Dutheld, MICH yr. 
Dr. G. H. Lowe, J. P. Stevenson, and Trevor Trought, M.A. 


The Secretary read the name of the following newly elected Fellow of 
the Society: G. M. Haggett, 1, Torton Hill, Arundel, Sussex. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 


The Hon. Miriam Rothschild exhibited a photograph of a hornets’ nest 
taken at Ashton Wold, Peterborough, a district to which the hornet had 
spread in 1940. Within a yard of the hornets’ nest was a sparrows’ nest 
hidden just inside the thatch. The hornets had first attempted to build in 
another site on the house but had subsequently changed to that shown in the 
photograph, the sparrows being already well installed. 


Attention had already been drawn by Moreau and Mayer to certain 
African and South American birds which habitually nest in close proximity 
to wasps and bees. In this country there were records of a swallow and a 
jackdaw nesting within a few inches of wasps’ and bees’ nests, and the 
phenomenon might well be commoner in this country than was realised. 


In the discussion which followed Professor Buxton remarked that the 
advantage in this association was presumably to the bird rather than to the 
hornet. In the case of similar associations in Africa the advantages appeared 
to be mutual. In reply to an enquiry as to whether the hornet or the sparrow 
was normally the first to nest in the season, Mr. Nixon replied that hornets 
do not usually nest until the end of May or June, and he thought that their 
nesting together was merely coincidental. Mr. E. S. Brown remarked that in 
observations he had recently made in connection with six hornets’ nests there 
was no association with birds. Many other Fellows took part in the discussion. 


AT 


The following papers accepted for publication in the Transactions were 
read in title :— 


“A short synopsis of the British Sapromyzmpar (Diptera), by 
J. EK. Collin. 


“Studies in the ecology of British Grasshoppers,” by E. J. Clark. 


“On Palestine aphids, with descriptions of new sub-genera and new 
species (Homoptera, Aputpipak),” by D. Hille Ris Lambers. 


“Fecundity and longevity of Hphestia elutella (Lepidoptera, Puyct- 
TIDAE),”’ by Miss N. Waloff, Miss M. J. Norris (Mrs. O. W. Richards), 
and Mrs. EK. C. Broadhead. 


Mr. F. Bickerstaff, Mr. J. Phipps, Miss N. Waloff and Mr. R. W. Watson 
signed the Obligation Book and were admitted as Fellows. 


The Secretary read for the first time the following names of Officers and 
Council nominated for the ensuing year :— 


President : C. B. Williams, M.A., D.Sc. 
Treasurer: Arthur Welti. 
Secretary : N. D. Riley, F-Z.S. 


Other Members of Council : 


E. B. Britton, M. Sc. 

R. L. E. Ford. 

G. Fox-Wilson, N.D.H. 

R. M. Greenslade. 

A. G. Hamilton, B.Sc., B. Ne, Phi Dee DLC: 
B. M. Hobby, M.A., D.Phil. 

Capt. R. A. Jackson, R.N. 

H. B. D. Kettlewell, M.A., M.B., B.Chir., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
Miss C. EK. Longfield. 

A. M. Massee, D.Sc. 

Go He eNixon,BsAc 

J. A. Simes, O.B.E. 

W. H. Thorpe, M.A., Se.D. 

A. J. A. Woodcock, M.Sc. 


Alternative nominations supported by four properly qualified Fellows of 
the Society must reach the Secretary before the meeting to be held on 8rd 
December, 1947. 

The President extended a welcome to Dr. P. J. Darlington of Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass., a specialist in Carabid beetles now on a visit 
to this country. 

Communications were made by Dr. W. H. Thorpe and Mr. R. A. Cumber, 


a visitor, abstracts of which appeared on pp. 39-40. _ Various interesting 
points were raised by Dr. van Emden, Dr. O. W. Richards, Dr. J. R. Busvine, 
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Mr. A. Musgrave, Dr. C. G. Butler, Mr. R. B. Benson, Sir Guy A. K. Marshall, 
Mr. C. L. Collenette, and Dr. C. B. Williams in the discussion following 
Dr. Thorpe’s communication, and the President said that it was hoped to 
discuss further certain aspects of this subject, particularly the work of von 
Frisch, at the meeting to be held in February, 1948. 


In the discussion following Mr. Cumber’s communication Miss Rothschild 
enquired whether parasitisation by nematode worms produced any morpho- 
logical changes, and this was stated not to be the case. In reply to an enquiry 
by Dr. Butler, Mr. Cumber stated that he had not recorded any protozoan 
parasites, nor had he any definite evidence of brood diseases. 


N. D. RILEY, Hon. Secretary. 


The next meeting (Annual Meeting) will be held on 21st January, 1948. As 
there will be no Presidential Address, it will be followed immediately by an 
ordinary General Meeting. 
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